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ARAB CHAMBERS UNION PARTICIPATES IN THE ARAB ANNUAL BANKING CONFERENCE 2025: “INVESTMENT IN RECONSTRUCTION AND THE

ROLE OF BANKS”

The Union of Arab Chambers participated in the Arab
Annual Banking Conference 2025, organized by the Union
of Arab Banks on 27-28 November 2025 in Beirut, with the
participation of Arab finance ministers, heads of banking
institutions, international experts, and representatives of
regional and global organizations.

The conference featured in-depth discussions on
current economic challenges in the Arab region, with a
particular focus on reconstruction, improving the business
environment, sustainable financing mechanisms, and the
role of digital transformation and innovation in supporting
economic recovery. Speakers reviewed global economic
shifts and their implications for Arab countries, highlighting
the importance of reforming business environments and
developing legislative and regulatory frameworks, in
addition to strengthening economic ties among Arab states
to attract high-quality, long-term investments.

The conference addressed the strategic role of Arab banks
in supporting productive sectors, considering them key
partners in financing reconstruction projects and serving as
a bridge to international financing institutions, along with
the complementary role the insurance sector can play in
supporting these efforts. The importance of public-private
partnership models was also emphasized, as speakers
presented successful experiences from Arab countries
demonstrating the impact of legislative frameworks and
governance on the success of major infrastructure projects.
The Union of Arab Chambers presented a vision outlining
the role of the Arab private sector in development, focusing
on three main messages:

- Transitioning from participant to development
partner: Emphasizing the need for a new partnership
model based on joint planning, clear governance, and
complementary roles between the public and private
sectors, ensuring sustainable reconstruction projects and
achieving real economic impact.

- Sustainable finance as a key entry point to rebuilding
economies: Highlighting the importance of diversifying
financingtools (green bonds, blended finance, performance-
based instruments) and the role of Arab banks in directing
capital toward productive sectors, thereby enhancing the
resilience and recovery capacity of Arab economies.

- Innovation and entrepreneurship as critical drivers
of growth: The intervention presented a broad vision
of innovation that goes beyond startups to include
modernizing traditional sectors, digital transformation,
and integrating advanced technologies into industry,
agriculture, and services in support of job creation and
inclusive growth.

The session saw positive engagement with the ideas
presented, especially regarding the role of the private
sector in reconstruction and the need for a unified Arab
framework for sustainable finance. Speakers also expressed
interest in developing cooperation channels between
financial institutions and Arab chambers of commerce to
enable small and medium-sized enterprises to benefit from
new financing tools.

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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Saup! CABINET APPROVES 2026 BUDGET WITH REVENUES OF 1.147 1 147 culalgh 2026 Adiljyg 6 gageall chjgll yulag

TRILLION RIYALS

The Saudi Council of Ministers
approved the Kingdom’s 2026
budget, with revenues estimated at
around 1.147 trillion riyals. Total
expenditures amount to about 1.313
trillion riyals, bringing the deficit to
165.4 billion riyals.

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Prime Minister
and Chairman of the Council of
Economic and Development Affairs,
called on ministers and officials to
effectively implement the programs
and development and social projects
included in the budget, contributing to the achievement of the
targets of Vision 2030 and placing citizens and their service at the
top of its priorities.

Saudi Arabia’s 2026 budget includes a 2 percent increase in
spending compared to the preliminary 2025 budget. The new
budget focuses on maintaining an expansionary approach
and marks the beginning of Vision 2030’s third phase, which
emphasizes accelerating delivery and intensifying implementation
efforts.

Source (Al Arabiya.net Website, Edited)

I Ecyrr’s NEr FOREIGN ASSETS INCREASE BY $1.87 BILLION

Egypt’s net foreign assets in the
banking sector rose in October by
approximately $1.87 billion, reaching
$22.65 billion.

According to data from the Central
Bank of Egypt, the increase was
supported by arise in net foreign assets
of $700 million at the Central Bank
and about $1.17 billion at commercial
banks. Net foreign assets at the Central
Bank reached $11.7 billion, while
commercial banks recorded roughly
$10.9 billion.

Egypt’s net foreign assets increased due to a rise in total assets by
$2.3 billion and an increase in liabilities by around $402 million.
Foreign-currency assets reached $92.36 billion, while liabilities
amounted to $69.7 billion.

Source (Al Arabiya.net Website, Edited)

M Aras GDP ExpecTED TO REACH $4 TRILLION IN 2026
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The Arab Investment & Export Credit

Guarantee Corporation (Dhaman)
projected that the Arab region’s GDP
will increase by 5.6 percent next year,
reaching $4 trillion.

According to the institution, this surge
will come from the expected growth
in GDP across 19 Arab countries,
including 8 oil-exporting economies
that alone contribute more than 70
percent of the region’s total output.
On the occasion of releasing the fourth quarterly bulletin for 2025,
Dhaman revealed that the region’s total GDP grew by 1.7 percent
to about $3.8 trillion in 2025.

Source (Al Arab London Newspaper, Edited)
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I Kuwarr RaNKS FIRST IN THE GULF IN WEALTH RELATIVE TO GDP

A new report from Global SWF 'v
revealed that Kuwait tops the region

in wealth owned relative to its GDP.

Kuwait accumulated assets worth $1.2
trillion through the Kuwait Investment
Authority, the Public Institution for
Social Security, and the Central Bank
of Kuwait — equivalent to 7.6 times
its GDP. This surpasses Abu Dhabi,
which is wealthier in absolute terms,
with $2.2 trillion in investments,
amounting to 6.7 times its GDP.

The Global SWF report also showed
that the Qatar Investment Authority
was the largest spender among sovereign wealth funds worldwide
in November, injecting $4.5 billion. Its activity is expected to
grow as it seeks to invest future gains from the country’s rising
gas exports.

Source (Al Rai Kuwaiti Newspaper, Edited)

B Turkisa EcoNomy GROWS 3.7% IN THE THIRD QUARTER

The Turkish economy achieved 3.7 percent growth year-on-year
during the third quarter of 2025.

According to the Turkish Statistical Institute, GDP at current
prices increased by 41.6 percent compared to the same quarter
last year. Meanwhile, the Turkish economy recorded 3.7 percent
annual growth in the third quarter, continuing an uninterrupted
growth trend for 21 consecutive quarters.

Source (Anadolu Agency, Edited)
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